 PIANIST BUTCH THOMPSON IN "CHAMBER JAZZ" CONCERT


Butch Thompson, well-remembered for his long association with public radio's A Prairie Home Companion, will be joined by cellist Laura Sewell in concert at (venue) on (date) at (time). 




Described by Jazz Journal International as "the premier player in traditional jazz today," Thompson is known around the world for his command of early jazz and blues repertoire.  His partnership with Laura Sewell, based on his own arrangements, combines jazz and chamber music, including works by such composers as Scott Joplin, Bessie Smith, J.S. Bach, Giuseppe Verdi, Duke Ellington, George Gershwin, and Thompson himself.  


Thompson was the original house pianist on Garrison Keillor's A Prairie Home Companion from 1974 to 1986.  Since then, Thompson has toured and recorded widely.  He has performed with major orchestras including the Minnesota Orchestra, the St. Louis Symphony, the Cairo (Egypt) Symphony, and many more, and he is a regular at festivals in both the U.S. and Europe.  His many recordings include a widely-acclaimed ten-volume series on Daring/Rounder and the 1997 Grammy-winning Verve release Doc Cheatham and Nicholas Payton.  With Laura Sewell, he has released the holiday CD "Bethlehem After Dark." 

Laura Sewell founded the Lark Quartet in 1984.  During her tenure, the group toured widely in America, Europe, and the Far East, served as teaching assistants to the Juilliard Quartet at the Juilliard School, and was a top prize winner at the Banff International String Quartet Competition.  Since settling in St. Paul, Minnesota she has been first call substitute with both the Minnesota Orchestra and the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, appears regularly with the Chamber Music Society of Minnesota, and served as chair of Chamber Music America, the national service organization for chamber musicians.  She was trained at Juilliard and the Cleveland Institute, and her teachers included Leonard Rose and Jacqueline duPre.  

