TOTAL RECALL STAR TO PERFORM TO PERFORM AT TOWNSEND CENTER

Los Angeles/CA Feb 2009

Fresh from the New York Public Theatre’s premier production of Road Show by Steven Sondheim, Mel Johnson Jr. (most recognizable for his role as “Benny the cab driver” in the sci-fi classic Total Recall) will bring the hit one man play Frederick Douglass –in the Shadow of Slavery to The Townsend Center on Feb 12. On a rehearsal break in Los Angeles Mr. Johnson, a veteran of over two dozen Broadway and regional theatre productions (including Lion King and Driving Miss Daisy) says “I’ve had many challenges in my career from singing with Liza Minnelli, tap dancing beside Gregory and Maurice Hines, I’ve even battled against Arnold Schwarzenegger, but let me tell you something– doing a one man play takes every brain cell I have!  I mean when the curtain goes up there’s only one guy out there it’s up to me whether I sink or swim.”   Considering critic’s reaction Mr. Johnson is not only swimming but soaring.  As one resent reviewer put it “Frederick Douglass – in the Shadow of Slavery is the most gripping history lesson I’ve ever experienced.”
BARACK OBAMA’S “CHANGE” BEGAN WITH FREDERICK DOUGLASS’ “CHAINS” 

Los Angeles/CA Feb 2009

Film and Broadway star Mel Johnson Jr. (TOTAL RECALL, THE LION KING) will perform the historic one man play FREDERICK DOUGLASS – IN THE SHADOW OF SLAVERY at the Townsend Center for the performing Arts on Thursday Feb 12, 2009.   In a recent interview Mr. Johnson and playwright/director Tom Dugan (Who’s ROBERT E. LEE - SHADES OF GRAY wowed the sold out audience at the Townsend Center in 2005) discussed the significance of Douglass in the year of Obama.  “Barack Obama may have rested his hand on Lincoln’s bible last month, but his feet were firmly planted on the shoulders of Frederick Douglass” said Mr. Johnson, “It’s important for the American people to understand that Barack Obama’s “change” began with Frederick Douglass’ “chains.”  “Douglass is the greatest success story in American history” Adds Dugan, “he was born a slave and became adviser to eight presidents including Abraham Lincoln, who considered him a close friend.”  Mr. Johnson concludes that “I can’t think of a better way to celebrate Black History Month then by coming to the Townsend Center on Thursday to see how it all began.
Frederick Douglass comes alive, celebrating Black history month at the Townsend Center

Feb 2009 Los Angeles CA.
“Frederick Douglass – in the Shadow of Slavery is the most gripping history lesson I’ve ever experienced.” That is just one of the many rave  reviews for this theatrical tour de force starring film and Broadway veteran Mel Johnson Jr. coming to the Townsend Center on Thursday Feb 12.  “Douglass was a funny, charming and eloquent man” Says writer/director Tom Dugan in a recent interview, “his story is an action packed cliff hanger that will deeply touch your heart.” Audiences across the country have  agreed that there is no better way to celebrate Black History month then to share in this once in a life time opportunity to see Mel Johnson Jr. as Frederick Douglass rising from slavery to become the most famous black man in America.  “This show is perfect for adults and students alike,” says Mr. Johnson on a rehearsal break in Los Angeles, “My favorite part of doing this show is when teenagers visit backstage and tell me ‘Hey I thought this was going to be boring but I was on the edge of my seat!’ 
