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SIMON WIESENTHAL COMES TO LIFE AT 100:

NEW PLAY INSPIRES AUDIENCES

Los Angeles/CA, March, 2009 -- Despite his death in 2006, the intrepid 'Nazi Hunter' Simon Wiesenthal, continues to inspire audiences across the country, thanks to a brand new one-man show celebrating his remarkable life.  

Commemorating the centennial of Wiesenthal’s birth, critically acclaimed playwright and actor Tom Dugan recently premiered his newest one man play “Nazi Hunter – Simon Wiesenthal” at the Armstrong Theater in Los Angeles to standing ovations and high praise.  Dugan portrays the aging concentration camp survivor as he recounts his life’s work of pursuing Nazi War criminals Adolf Eichmann, Franz Stangl, Dr. Josef Mengele and Karl Silberbauer the SS officer who imprisoned the famous Anne Frank.  

Dugan, who has written several other one man shows (Robert E. Lee –Shades of Gray and Frederick Douglass -In the Shadow of Slavery), was asked why he chose Wiesenthal for his latest piece, "My dad was a decorated WWII veteran; his unit liberated the notorious Langenstein concentration camp in Germany.  He witnessed firsthand not only the darkest side of humanity but also mankind at its very best. When I began the research for this play I felt a real connection between Wiesenthal’s story of triumph over tragedy and my father's. I wrote the play for another reason as well, although I am not Jewish, my wife and two children are and so I have dedicated the play to them.”

To play the role, the 47 year old actor shaves his head, dons a custom-made padded suit that adds 40 pounds to his slight frame, and speaks in a distinct Austrian/Hungarian accent. All of this intense preparation prompted one student at a University program, to ask “Why the heck do you do all that?" To which Dugan responded, “It is important to me to recreate Simon Wiesenthal as closely as possible because I want audiences to be as inspired by him as I was.”  

A recent reviewer commented that Dugan's performance was the most gripping history lesson he had ever experienced. So it would seem that much like Simon Wiesenthal, Dugan succeeds and in doing so imparts and preserves a rich and important piece of Jewish history.

Nazi Hunter – Simon Wiesenthal is available for performance at theatres and Universities around the county and can be combined with a school residency which covers the historic subjects of the production. 

For tour information as well as school residency and interview opportunities contact Dow Artists at (641) 203-4100 or visit www.dowartists.com.
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